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Diagnostics start

• Diagnosis in the presence of parents?

• Poll parents before and after examining the child?

• Where is the child during the interview with 

parents?



History

Which questions interest us?

• Pregnancy

• Childbirth

• APGAR 

• Early motor development

• Early speech development

• Chronic diseases

• Operation, injuries



Differences between DIR/Floortime
and usual diagnostics

Analysis of the internal family relationships



Collection 
information 

methods

Observation InterviewQuestioning



Observation
• Observation starting at the entrance

• Monitoring parental reactions during diagnosis

• Observation during all future correction process



Interview
Immediate questions

• Family living conditions

• Siblings availability

• Who care for children?

• How often do members of family spend time with 

each other? 



FLOORTIME центр «РечеЦветик»

Карта сопровождения ребенка

Surname

Name

Date of birth

Education 

Mother: full name

Father: full name

Contact phone

E-mail

Siblings (Name, year of birth)

Who will bring the child (full name, contact 

phone)

№ contract

Features of health (allergies, restrictions) ________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

__________



Age of mother on childbirth moment

Account of pregnancy (first, second,…)

Course of pregnancy

Complications in childbirth. Account of childbirth 

(first, second,…)

APGAR score

Cried immediately or…

When applied to the chest? How sucked?

How old is breastfed?

Chronis diseases in the child, dispensary 

registration

Early motor development

Sit

Crawl

Walk



Early speech development

Roar

Babble

1 word

1 phrase

Interruptions in early development (yes of no)

Head injuries

Previous operations, age

Food preferences



Child observation log

Date Specialist name



From the experience of the Floortime center

«Rechetsvetik»

Dryomina Е.S.

Defectologist teacher



Individual characteristics

•Health

•Sensory and motor abilities

•Praxis



Sensory systems

•Vestibular (sense of balans)

• Tactile

• Proprioceptive (sensations 

of muscles, tendons and

joints)

• Visual

• Hearing

• Sense of smell

• Taste

Every sensory system have some 

functions: protective and 

differentiation of signals.

We can observe dysfunction 

in the operation of every system.  



Diagnostiс 
methods

Observation

(direct

+ video)

Talking with parents, 
questionnaire



Questioning



Vestibular system

Hypersensitive

• afraid to stand on the steps of 

escalator

• afraid to swing of the swing and 

ride from the hill

• don’t like to be turned around on 

hands

• can not ride on car, tram, train

• Dislike unstable surface

Hyporsensitive

• like to run and ride from the hill

•long swinging on a swings and 

roundabouts 

• love buses, trams, trains

• love spin, turns his head 

• climbs on any unstable surfaces, 

jumping on a trampoline, fitball



Tactile sensitivity system
Hypersensitivity

• doesn't like when something is 

sticky on hands (plasticine, dirt, paint)

• dislikes specific clothing texture

• does not like to wear a hat, gloves, 

tights

• does not like to wet or cut hair

• dislikes crunchy, demanding 

prolonged chewing food

• experiences discomfort when 

touching or hugging, kissing

• excessively ticklish

• avoids using hands to play or take 

care of yourself.

Hyposensitive

• bites himself, skin tweaks

• loves sticky materials, sand, 

soft toys, carpets with a pile, brushes,

• loves touch, tickling, kisses

• does not respond or he likes 

being rubbed with a tough 

washcloth or hands on the skin

• does not feel pain or feels 

pleasure from her



Proprioceptive system
Symptoms of dysfunction:

• pushes and lifts heavy things

• throws heavy things

• likes to be in closed places, deep 

pressure

• loves a strong hug

• loves punching, kicking wall

• treats others roughly, does not feel 

the power with which it acts

• loves strong jumps



Visual perception
Hypersensitivity

• prefers darkness

• often closes eyes,

• avoids sun and bright light

• does not like flickering before

eyes

• quickly overload when

plenty of bright incentives

Hyposensitivity

• turns the light on and off

• looks at repetitive movements

(turning the pages of a book,

opens and closes the doors, his

fingers move in front of face)

• lines up things, etc.

• looks at objects with squinting eyes

• looks at objects from an unusual 

angle

• focuses on the individual details of 

the object, not noticing it entirely

• loves to watch ads and bright

active cartoons



Hearing perception
Hypersensitivity

• cries when turn on household 

appliances (dishwasher, vacuum 

cleaner)

• tolerates only a quiet calm voice

• can hear very faint

sounds

• quickly overloaded in a noisy 

place, closes the ears

• afraid of construction work and

underground

Hyposensitivity

• reacts poorly to speech

• hardly determines the sound 

source

• loves loud music and specific, 

rhythmic sounds

• loves toys that make specific 

sounds

• loves when they talk to him, as they 

say in cartoons



Hypersensitivity

• does not tolerate various odors

• avoids places where “unpleasant”

it smells

• chooses food by smell

• reacts to odors more acutely than 

others

Hyposensitivity

• does not notice unpleasant or

sharp odors

• sniffs everything that meets

• badly distinguishes odors.

Sense of smell



Hypersensitivity

• food choices, limited food choices

• can choke with solid food

• can not properly chew and 

swallow

• does not tolerate toothpaste and 

brush teeth

Hyposensitivity

• licks, tastes, nibbles inedible 

objects

• adores food with a bright 

pronounced taste.

• can be abundant salivation

Taste sensitivity



Sensor systems profile
Vestibular hypo

loves to spin, turn his head,
jumping on a trampoline

Tactile hyper
likes to touch, tickle, like when pounded

Proprioception hypo does not feel the power, loves strong 
jumps

Visual hypo
looks at repetitive movements

Hearing hypo responds poorly to the speech, with 
difficulty determines the sound source



From the experience of the Floortime center 
«Rechetsvetik»

Shishkina S.А. 

neuropsychologist



Evaluation 
methods

Observation
(direct

+ video)

Talking with parents, 
questionnaire



Questionnaire for parents





1 Capacity (FEDS)
Self-Regulation and Interest in the World

• Emotional reaction to relationships, vocalization and smile

• Compatibility of attention and skill

• Keep calm (self-regulation)

• No signs of stress

• Purposeful reaction to visible objects, sounds, touches, etc. (turn 

heads on sound)

• Shows interest in the appearance of a meaningful adult

• Enjoys the feeling of intimacy

• Shows visible interest and attention to toys

• Quietly explores objects

• Quietly examines the texture of objects

• Calmly responds to the touch of an adult

• Retreating from an adult, continues to maintain contact with the 

eyes, gesture, vocalization

• Initiates physical proximity with an adult (but does not catch)

• Socially communicates with an adult while playing



1 Capacity (FEDS)

Not 

reach

ed

Minimal 

even 

with 
inconsist

ent 

support

With 

constant 

and / or 
predictab

le 

support, 

shows the 

islands of 

this skill

If there is a 

structure 

and a 
high level 

of 

emotional, 

gestural, 

verbal 

and 

sensorimot

or support, 

it can 

expand

Not at 

the age 

level, 
immatur

e,

fragmen

tary. 

May be 

cyclical, 

but 

returns 

to the 

contact.

At the 

age 

level, but 
hyper 

sensitive 

to stress 

and / or 

limited 

emotion

al 

repertoir

e

At the 

age level 

with a full 
range of 

emotional 

manifesta

tions



1 Capacity (FEDS)

Not reached Minimal 

even with 

inconsistent 

support

With constant 

and / or 

predictable 

support, shows 

the islands of this 

skill

If there is a 

structure and 

a high level of 

emotional, 

gestural, 

verbal and 

sensorimotor 

support, it can 

expand

Not at the 

age level, 

immature,

fragmentary. 

May be 

cyclical, but 

returns to the 

contact.

At the age 

level, but 

hyper sensitive 

to stress and / 

or limited 

emotional 

repertoire

At the age 

level with a 

full range of 

emotional 

manifestation

s



2 Capacity (FEDS)
Engaging and Relating

• Able to distinguish intonation of voice, shades in 

facial expressions (adult intentions)

• Responds to adult initiative

• Shows anticipation while playing games

• Highlight meaningful adults

• Manifestation of intimacy

• A steady joyous gleam in the eyes and a joyful smile

• Responds to adult signals (closes communication 

cycles)



2 Capacity (FEDS)

Not 

reache

d

Minimal 

even 

with 
inconsist

ent 

support

With 

constant 

and / or 
predictabl

e support, 

shows the 

islands of 

this skill

If there is a 

structure 

and a 
high level 

of 

emotional, 

gestural, 

verbal 
and 

sensorimot
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it can 

expand

Not at 

the age 

level, 
immatur

e,
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tary. 

May be 
cyclical, 

but 

returns 

to the 
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At the 

age 

level, but 
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to stress 

and / or 

limited 
emotion

al 

repertoir

e

At the 

age 

level 
with a 

full 

range of 

emotion

al 
manifest

ations



2 Capacity (FEDS)

Not reached Minimal even 

with 

inconsistent 

support

With constant 

and / or 

predictable 

support, shows 

the islands of this 

skill

If there is a 

structure and a 

high level of 

emotional, 

gestural, verbal 

and 

sensorimotor 

support, it can 

expand

Not at the age 

level, 

immature,

fragmentary. 

May be 

cyclical, but 

returns to the 

contact.

At the age 

level, but hyper 

sensitive to 

stress and / or 

limited 

emotional 

repertoire

At the age 

level with a full 

range of 

emotional 

manifestations



3 Capacity (FEDS)
Purposeful Two-Way Communication

• Reciprocity

• Focused smile

• Different forms of interaction, accompanied by

emotions, sounds, gestures to convey intentions

• Initiates intentional actions with objects, while

interacting with an adult

• Initiates purposeful and deliberate play with objects.

• In the process of communication uses non-verbal

means



3 Capacity (FEDS)

Not 

reach

ed

Minima

l even 

with 
inconsi

stent 

suppor

t

With 

constant 

and / or 
predicta

ble 

support, 

shows 

the 
islands of 
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and a 
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of 
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and 

sensorimot
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Not at 

the age 
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May be 
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but 
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age 
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al 
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e
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with a 

full 
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of 
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manifes

tations



3 Capacity (FEDS)

Not reached Minimal 

even with 

inconsistent 

support

With constant 

and / or 

predictable 

support, shows 

the islands of this 

skill

If there is a 

structure and 

a high level of 

emotional, 

gestural, 

verbal and 

sensorimotor 

support, it can 

expand

Not at the 

age level, 

immature,

fragmentary. 

May be 

cyclical, but 

returns to the 

contact.

At the age 

level, but 

hyper sensitive 

to stress and / 

or limited 

emotional 

repertoire

At the age 

level with a 

full range of 

emotional 

manifestation

s



4 Capacity (FEDS)
Complex Communication and Shared Problem 

Solving

• The ability to distinguish the actions of others from their own

• May show what he wants and achieves the desired

• Regulation of mood and behavior

• Controls strong feelings with emotional signs or negotiation with adults

• The presence of non-verbal means of communication

• Watch the patterns and use them in the game with objects

• Watch the patterns and use them in the interaction

• Diverse reaction to a different adult mood

• Contact Initiative to achieve the goal

• Simulates or copies a new idea and incorporates it into the game



4 Capacity (FEDS)

Not 

reached

Minimal 

even 

with 

inconsist

ent 

support

With 

constant 

and / or 

predictabl

e support, 

shows the 

islands of 

this skill

If there is 

a 

structure 

and a 

high level 
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and 
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can 
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Not at 

the age 
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and / or 

limited 

emotional 
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At the 

age level 

with a full 

range of 
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al 
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ations



4 Capacity (FEDS)

Not reached Minimal 

even with 

inconsistent 

support

With constant 

and / or 

predictable 

support, shows 

the islands of this 

skill

If there is a 

structure and 

a high level of 

emotional, 

gestural, 

verbal and 

sensorimotor 

support, it can 

expand

Not at the 

age level, 

immature,

fragmentary. 

May be 

cyclical, but 

returns to the 

contact.

At the age 

level, but 

hyper sensitive 

to stress and / 

or limited 

emotional 

repertoire

At the age 

level with a 

full range of 

emotional 

manifestation

s



5 Capacity (FEDS)
Using Symbols and Creating Emotional Ideas

• Conscious use of words and phrases

• Role-playing games

• Use of characters in the game

• Make-up game

• Transmission of the words of his feelings (it hurts me ...)

• Word of Intention (I want .... I will ...)

• Word of feelings (I love you)

• Included in a symbolic game with different toys / equipment

• Uses speech or play to express your intentions or feelings

• Included in the role-playing game with at least 1 idea with the support 

of an adult



• Sets and answers the questions what, where, when, 

why, why

• Ability to argue

• The ability to respond reasonably

• Rule games

• Uses speech or game to transmit topics containing at 

least 2 ideas

6 Capacity (FEDS)
Logical Thinking and Building Bridges between 

Ideas



Functional Emotional Developmental Capacities (FEDCs)

Draw a horizontal line 

to the highest level 

reached (1-6)

The more reliable and 

quality, the higher the 

score

Not 

reached

Minimal 

even 

with 

inconsist

ent 

support

With constant 

and / or 

predictable 

support, 

shows the 

islands of this 

skill

If there is a 

structure and a 

high level of 

emotional, 

gestural, verbal 

and sensorimotor 

support, it can 

expand

Not at the age 

level, immature,

fragmentary. 

May be 

cyclical, but 

returns to the 

contact.

At the age level, 

but hyper 

sensitive to stress 

and / or limited 

emotional 

repertoire

At the age 

level with a full 

range of 

emotional 

manifestations

Functional abilities

I. Self-Regulation and 

Interest in the World

II. Engaging and 

Relating

III. Purposeful Two-Way 

Communication

IV. Complex 
Communication and 

Shared Problem 
Solving

V. Using Symbols and 
Creating Emotional 

Ideas

VI. Logical Thinking 
and Building Bridges 

between Ideas



Recommendations
• Regular individual lessons with a speech therapist 

and a neuropsychologist (DIR/Floortime)

• Recommend parents to take the course DIR-101

• The inclusion of parents in the game interaction in 

individual sessions (DIR/Floortime)

• Subsequent inclusion of the communication group 

in the classroom (DIR/Floortime).

• Checking of hearing, including evoked potentials

• Consultation of an otolaryngologist



Floortime center
«Rechetsvetik»

www.kr-centr.ru




